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Devices, terminals and methods are provided for contacts
management. For example, one or more first contacts
included in a communication log are received, wherein the
communication log includes a call log or an SMS log;
contact frequencies of the first contacts are calculated based
on at least information associated with the communication
log; one or more second contacts are selected to be managed
from the first contacts based on at least information associ-
ated with the contact frequencies; if the second contacts
exist in an address book is determined; and in response to the
second contacts existing in the address book, the second
contacts in the address book are extracted as frequent
contacts; and a list of frequent contacts are generated based
on at least information associated with the frequent contacts.
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16 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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receive one or more first contacts included in a communication log, wherein
the communication log includes a call log or an SMS log

{ /_'_ $102

calculating contact frequencies of the first contacts based on at least
information associated with the communication log

5103

A 4 L

selecting one or more second contacts to be managed from the first contacts
based on at least information associated with the contact frequencies

$5104

A J yd

determining if the second contacts exist in an address book and in response
to the second contacts existing in the address book, exiracting the second
contacts in the address book as frequent contacts

¢ /— S105

generating a list of frequent contacts based on at least information associated
with the frequent contacts

Figure 1
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\\ $201

a terminal receives an activating event input by a user, where the
activating event operates to activate the terminal to generate a list of
frequent contacts

|

5202
Y

the terminal reads each contact in a cail log

8203

1l |

4

the terminal reads one or more call descriptions (R) corresponding to each

contact from the call log, where the call descriptions (R) include a number

(N1) of calls with each contact, a list (C1) of beginning times of calls and a
list (D1) of call periods

Y Z

the terminal uses a contact-frequency-calculation function (fun), a total
number (TR) of all calls and the call descriptions (R) corresponding to the
contact to calculate the contact frequency k of the contact

8204

8205
e {erminal compares the conta N
aquency of the contact and a preset threshold to determing lgnore the
if the contact frequency is larger than or equal to contact

the preset threshold

/_ 5206

the terminal selects the contact as a contact to be managed

/—‘—‘ 8207

e terminal determines if the call descriptions
corresponding to all contacts are fully read
/—“ 5208

the terminal sorts the frequent contacts according to the contact
frequencies (k) in a descending order and generates a list (C[m]) of
frequent contacts

$209
) 4
the terminal filters the frequent contacts in the list of frequent contacts from
the contacts stored in the address book and obtains the remaining
contacts in the address book

$ /—— 8210

the terminal combines the list of frequent contacts as a subgroup and the
remaining contacts in the address book

Figure 2
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a terminal receives an activating event input by a user, where the
activating event operates to activate the terminal to generate a list of
frequent contacts

{ /__ S602

the terminal reads each contact in an SMS log

A 4 Z

the terminal reads one or maore 8MS descriptions (M) corresponding to
each contact from the SMS log, where the SMS descriptions (M) include a
number (N2) of SMS messages with each contact and a list (T2) of
sending and receiving times of SMS messages

‘ S/ S604
the terminal uses a contact-frequency-calculation function {fun), a total
number (T3) of all SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M)
corresponding to the contact to calculate the contact frequency (k)
of the contact

3603

8605

terminal compares the contact frequency o
the contact and a preset threshold to determine if the contact frequen

is larger than or equal to the preset threshald
/—_ 8606

the terminal selects the contact as a contact to be managed

Ignore the
contact

5607

e terminal determines if the SMS descriptions
corresponding to all contacts are fully read

8608
the terminal sorts the frequent contacts according to the contact
frequencies (k) in a descending order and generates a list (C[m]) of
frequent contacts
5609

\ 4
the terminal filters the frequent contacts in the list of frequent contacts from
the contacts stored in the address book and obtains the remaining
contacts in the address book

v /_—'_ 5610

the terminal combines the list of frequent contacts as a subgroup and the
remaining contacts in the address book

Figure 6
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same, the terminal uses a contact-frequency-calculation function (fun), the /- $705
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the terminal sorts the frequent contacts according to the contact
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8710

4
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remaining contacts in the address book
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR CONTACTS
MANAGEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/CN2014/079213, with an international fil-
ing date of Jun. 5, 2014, now pending, which claims priority
to Chinese Patent Application No. 201310438737.7, filed
Sep. 24, 2013, both applications being incorporated by
reference herein for all purposes.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Certain embodiments of the present invention are directed
to computer technology. More particularly, some embodi-
ments of the invention provide systems and methods for data
processing. Merely by way of example, some embodiments
of the invention have been applied to contacts management.
But it would be recognized that the invention has a much
broader range of applicability.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

An address book is a basic component of a cell phone (e.g.
an Android cell phone or an iOS cell phone), a tablet
computer, a PDA, a mobile internet device (MID), a PAD or
other terminals, and is mainly used to store data related to
contacts. In some applications (i.e. APPs), an invitation
operation, a sharing operation and/or other operations are
usually performed on frequent contacts in an address book.
In practice, however, a target frequent contact often needs to
be searched for page by page in the address book in order to
perform an invitation operation, a sharing operation and/or
other operations. The efficiency of searching for frequent
contacts is usually reduced when more and more contacts
are added to the address book.

Hence it is highly desirable to improve the techniques for
contacts management.

BRIEF SUMMARY

According to one embodiment, a method is provided for
contacts management. For example, one or more first con-
tacts included in a communication log are received, wherein
the communication log includes a call log or an SMS log;
contact frequencies of the first contacts are calculated based
on at least information associated with the communication
log; one or more second contacts are selected to be managed
from the first contacts based on at least information associ-
ated with the contact frequencies; if the second contacts
exist in an address book is determined; and in response to the
second contacts existing in the address book, the second
contacts in the address book are extracted as frequent
contacts; and a list of frequent contacts are generated based
on at least information associated with the frequent contacts.

According to another embodiment, a device for contacts
management includes: a reading unit configured to receive
one or more first contacts included in a communication log,
wherein the communication log includes a call log or an
SMS log; a calculation unit configured to calculate contact
frequencies of the first contacts based on at least information
associated with the communication log; a selection unit
configured to select one or more second contacts to be
managed from the first contacts based on at least information
associated with the contact frequencies; a judgment unit
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2

configured to determine if the second contacts exist in an
address book; an extraction unit configured to, in response
to the second contacts existing in the address book, extract
the second contacts in the address book as frequent contacts;
and a generation unit configured to generate a list of frequent
contacts based on at least information associated with the
frequent contacts.

According to yet another embodiment, a terminal
includes: a display and a device for contacts management.
The device for contacts management includes: a reading unit
configured to receive one or more first contacts included in
a communication log, wherein the communication log
includes a call log or an SMS log; a calculation unit
configured to calculate contact frequencies of the first con-
tacts based on at least information associated with the
communication log; a selection unit configured to select one
or more second contacts to be managed from the first
contacts based on at least information associated with the
contact frequencies; a judgment unit configured to determine
if the second contacts exist in an address book; an extraction
unit configured to, in response to the second contacts exist-
ing in the address book, extract the second contacts in the
address book as frequent contacts; and a generation unit
configured to generate a list of frequent contacts based on at
least information associated with the frequent contacts. The
display is connected to the device for contacts management
to display the list of frequent contacts generated by the
device for contacts management.

According to yet another embodiment, a non-transitory
computer readable storage medium includes programming
instructions for contacts management. The programming
instructions are configured to cause one or more data pro-
cessors to execute certain operations. For example, one or
more first contacts included in a communication log are
received, wherein the communication log includes a call log
or an SMS log; contact frequencies of the first contacts are
calculated based on at least information associated with the
communication log; one or more second contacts are
selected to be managed from the first contacts based on at
least information associated with the contact frequencies; if
the second contacts exist in an address book is determined;
and in response to the second contacts existing in the address
book, the second contacts in the address book are extracted
as frequent contacts; and a list of frequent contacts are
generated based on at least information associated with the
frequent contacts.

For example, the systems and methods described herein
are configured to directly find frequent contacts from a list
of frequent contacts instead of searching for the frequent
contacts page by page in the address book, hence enabling
rapid discovery of frequent contacts and increasing the
efficiency of searching for frequent contacts.

Depending upon embodiment, one or more benefits may
be achieved. These benefits and various additional objects,
features and advantages of the present invention can be fully
appreciated with reference to the detailed description and
accompanying drawings that follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a simplified diagram showing a method for
contacts management according to one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a simplified diagram showing a method for
contacts management according to another embodiment of
the present invention.
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FIG. 3 is a simplified diagram showing an interface for
adding friends according to one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 is a simplified diagram showing an interface for
inviting friends according to one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 5 is a simplified diagram showing an interface for
sharing with friends according to one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a simplified diagram showing a method for
contacts management according to yet another embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a simplified diagram showing a method for
contacts management according to yet another embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a simplified diagram showing a device for
contacts management according to one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 9 is a simplified diagram showing a device for
contacts management according to another embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a simplified diagram showing a device for
contacts management according to yet another embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a simplified diagram showing a device for
contacts management according to yet another embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a simplified diagram showing a terminal
according to one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a simplified diagram showing a method for
contacts management according to one embodiment of the
present invention. This diagram is merely an example,
which should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One
of ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
alternatives, and modifications. The method 100 includes at
least the processes S101-S105.

According to one embodiment, the process S101 includes:
receiving one or more first contacts included in a commu-
nication log, wherein the communication log includes a call
log or an SMS log. For example, a terminal can be activated
by a timer or an event input by a user to read the contacts
included in the call log and/or the SMS log (i.e. contacts
data). In another example, the process S102 includes: cal-
culating contact frequencies of the first contacts based on at
least information associated with the communication log. In
yet another example, if the communication log includes a
call log, the process S102 includes the following operations:
11) the terminal receives one or more call descriptions (R)
associated with the first contacts, wherein the call descrip-
tions (R) include a first number (N1) of calls associated with
the first contacts, and 12) the terminal calculates the contact
frequencies (k) of the first contacts based on at least infor-
mation associated with a total number (TR) of calls and the
call descriptions (R) associated with the first contacts. As an
example, the terminal can calculate a ratio of the number
(N1) of calls with a particular contact included in the call
descriptions (R) corresponding to the particular contact to
the total number (TR) of all calls and use the ratio as a
contact frequencies (k) of the particular contact.

According to another embodiment, the call descriptions
(R) further include a first list (C1) of beginning times of the
calls associated with the first contacts and a second list (D1)
of call periods of the calls associated with the first contacts.
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For example, the operation 12) described above includes:
the terminal uses the total number (TR) of all calls and the
call descriptions (R) corresponding to the first contacts (e.g.,
including the number (N1) of calls with the first contacts, the
list (C1) of beginning times of calls with the first contacts
and the list (D1) of call periods) as input parameters to the
contact-frequency-calculation function (fun) for calculation
of the contact frequencies (k) of the first contacts.

According to yet another embodiment, if the communi-
cation log includes an SMS log, the process S102 includes
the following operations: 21) the terminal receives one or
more SMS descriptions (M) associated with the first con-
tacts, wherein the SMS descriptions (M) include a second
number (N2) of SMS messages associated with the first
contacts; and 22) the terminal calculates the contact fre-
quencies (k) of the first contacts based on at least informa-
tion associated with a total number (TS) of SMS messages
and the SMS descriptions (M) associated with the first
contacts. For example, the terminal can calculate a ratio of
the number (N2) of SMS messages associated with a par-
ticular contact included in the SMS descriptions (M) corre-
sponding to the particular contact to the total number (TS)
of'all SMS messages and use the ratio as a contact frequency
(k) of the particular contact. In another example, the SMS
descriptions (M) further include a first list (T2) of sending
times and receiving times of the SMS messages associated
with the first contacts. As an example, the operation 22)
described above includes: the terminal calculates the contact
frequencies (k) of the first contacts using a contact-fre-
quency-calculation function (fun), the total number (TS) of
SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M) associated
with the first contacts being used as input parameters to the
contact-frequency-calculation function (fun).

In one embodiment, if the communication log includes a
call log and an SMS log, the process S102 includes the
following operations: 31) the terminal receives one or more
call descriptions (R) associated with one or more third
contacts, wherein the call descriptions (R) include a first
number (N1) of calls associated with the third contacts, the
third contacts being included in the first contacts; 32) the
terminal receives one or more SMS descriptions (M) asso-
ciated with one or more fourth contacts, wherein the SMS
descriptions (M) include a second number (N2) of SMS
messages associated with the fourth contacts, the fourth
contacts being included in the first contacts; and 33) in
response to the fourth contacts being the same as the third
contacts, calculating the contact frequencies (k) of the first
contacts based on at least information associated with a total
number (TR) of calls, the call descriptions (R) associated
with the third contacts, a total number (TS) of SMS mes-
sages and the SMS descriptions (M) associated with the
fourth contacts. For example, the terminal can calculate a
ratio of the sum of N1 and N2 to the sum of TR and TS and
use the ratio as a contact frequencies (k) of a contact.

In another embodiment, the call descriptions (R) further
include a first list (C1) of beginning times of the calls
associated with the third contacts and a second list (D1) of
call periods of the calls associated with the third contacts and
the SMS descriptions (M) further include a third list (T2) of
sending times and receiving times of the SMS messages
associated with the fourth contacts. For example, the opera-
tion 33) described above includes: the terminal calculates
the contact frequencies (k) of the first contacts using a
contact-frequency-calculation function (fun), the total num-
ber (TR) of calls, the call descriptions (R) associated with
the third contacts, the total number (TS) of SMS messages
and the SMS descriptions (M) associated with the fourth
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contacts (e.g., including the second number (N2) of SMS
messages associated with the fourth contacts and the third
list (T2) of sending times and receiving times of the SMS
messages associated with the fourth contacts) being used as
input parameters to the contact-frequency-calculation func-
tion (fun).

In yet another embodiment, the process S103 includes:
selecting one or more second contacts to be managed from
the first contacts based on at least information associated
with the contact frequencies. For example, the terminal can
sort the first contacts in a descending order based on at least
information associated with the contact frequencies and
select a number of contacts (e.g. 10 contacts) from the sorted
first contacts from the top down (e.g., starting from the
largest contact frequency) as the second contacts. As an
example, the terminal can select a number of contacts with
a contact frequency larger than a preset threshold from the
sorted first contacts as the second contacts to be managed.
The preset threshold can be set according to actual condi-
tions.

According to one embodiment, the process S104 includes
determining if the second contacts exist in an address book
and in response to the second contacts existing in the address
book, extracting the second contacts in the address book as
frequent contacts. For example, the terminal does not need
to extract contacts to be managed as the frequent contacts if
it is determined that the contacts to be managed do not exist
in the address book. As an example, the process S105
includes generating a list of frequent contacts based on at
least information associated with the frequent contacts. As
another example, the terminal can sort the frequent contacts
according to the contact frequencies (k) in a descending
order and then generate a list of frequent contacts.

FIG. 2 is a simplified diagram showing a method for
contacts management according to another embodiment of
the present invention. This diagram is merely an example,
which should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One
of ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
alternatives, and modifications. The method 200 includes at
least the processes S201-S210.

According to one embodiment, during the process S201,
aterminal receives an activating event input by a user, where
the activating event operates to activate the terminal to
generate a list of frequent contacts. For example, the acti-
vating event includes a user hanging up a call, the user
sending an SMS, etc. In another example, during the process
S202, the terminal reads each contact in a call log. In yet
another example, during the process S203, the terminal
reads one or more call descriptions (R) corresponding to
each contact from the call log, where the call descriptions
(R) include a number (N1) of calls with each contact, and a
list (C1) of beginning times of calls and a list (D1) of call
periods. That is, R=(N1, C1, D1). As an example, during the
process S204, the terminal uses a contact-frequency-calcu-
lation function (fun), a total number (TR) of all calls and the
call descriptions (R) corresponding to the contact that is read
to calculate the contact frequency (k) of the contact. That is,
k=fun (R, TR). As another example, the calculation process
of fun (R, TR) includes calculation of a weighted sum of R
and TR.

According to another embodiment, during the process
S205, the terminal compares the contact frequency (k) of the
contact and a preset threshold to determine if the contact
frequency (k) is larger than or equal to the preset threshold.
For example, if the contact frequency of the contact is larger
than or equal to the preset threshold, the process S206 is
executed. Otherwise, the contact is ignored. As an example,
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during the process S206, the terminal selects the contact as
a contact to be managed. As another example, during the
process S207, the terminal determines if the call descriptions
(R) corresponding to all contacts are fully read. If the call
descriptions (R) corresponding to the contacts are fully read,
the process S208 is executed. Otherwise, the process S203
is executed. In yet another example, during the process
S208, the terminal sorts the frequent contacts according to
the contact frequencies (k) in a descending order and gen-
erates a list (C[m]) of frequent contacts, where m refers to
the number of frequent contacts included in the list of
frequent contacts. In yet another example, during S209, the
terminal filters the frequent contacts in the list of frequent
contacts from the contacts stored in the address book and
obtains the remaining contacts in the address book. In yet
another example, during the process S210, the terminal
combines the list of frequent contacts as a subgroup and the
remaining contacts in the address book. In some embodi-
ments, the processes S209 and S210 are activated by the
user’s click on the address book.

FIG. 3 is a simplified diagram showing an interface for
adding friends according to one embodiment of the present
invention. This diagram is merely an example, which should
not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One of ordinary
skill in the art would recognize many variations, alterna-
tives, and modifications.

According to one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3, a
terminal can combine a list of frequent contacts as a sub-
group with the remaining contacts stored in the address book
by placing the list of frequent contacts above the remaining
contacts. For example, a user can select a particular frequent
contact (e.g., Beth) and add the frequent contact as a friend
(e.g., a SNS friend or a friend in the circle).

FIG. 4 is a simplified diagram showing an interface for
inviting friends according to one embodiment of the present
invention. This diagram is merely an example, which should
not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One of ordinary
skill in the art would recognize many variations, alterna-
tives, and modifications.

According to one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 4, a
terminal can combine a list of frequent contacts as a sub-
group with the remaining contacts stored in the address book
by placing the list of frequent contacts above the remaining
contacts. For example, a user can select a particular frequent
contact (e.g., Beth) and invite the contact to join an appli-
cation (e.g., a game or an instant messaging tool).

FIG. 5 is a simplified diagram showing an interface for
sharing with friends according to one embodiment of the
present invention. This diagram is merely an example,
which should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One
of ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
alternatives, and modifications.

According to one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 5, a
terminal can combine a list of frequent contacts as a sub-
group with the remaining contacts stored in the address book
by placing the list of frequent contacts above the remaining
contacts. For example, a user can select a particular frequent
contact (e.g., Beth) and share an application (e.g., a game)
with the contact. In another example, according to a thresh-
old value w, the first w frequent contacts in the list (C[m])
of frequent contacts are selected and displayed.

FIG. 6 is a simplified diagram showing a method for
contacts management according to yet another embodiment
of'the present invention. This diagram is merely an example,
which should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One
of ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
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alternatives, and modifications. The method 600 includes at
least the processes S601-S610.

According to one embodiment, during the process S601,
aterminal receives an activating event input by a user, where
the activating event operates to activate the terminal to
generate a list of frequent contacts. For example, the acti-
vating event includes a user hanging up a call, the user
sending an SMS, etc. In another example, during the process
S602, the terminal reads each contact in an SMS log. In yet
another example, during the process S603, the terminal
reads one or more SMS descriptions (M) corresponding to
each contact from the SMS log, where the SMS descriptions
(M) include a number (N2) of SMS messages with each
contact and a list (T2) of sending and receiving times of
SMS messages. That is, M=(N2, T2). In yet another
example, during the process S604, the terminal uses a
contact-frequency-calculation function (fun), a total number
(TS) of all SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M)
corresponding to the contact that is read to calculate the
contact frequency (k) of the contact. That is, k=fun (M, TS).
As an example, the calculation process of fun (M, TS)
includes calculation of a weighted sum of M and TS.

According to another embodiment, during the process
S605, the terminal compares the contact frequency (k) of the
contact and a preset threshold to determine if the contact
frequency (k) is larger than or equal to the preset threshold.
For example, if the contact frequency (k) is larger than or
equal to the preset threshold, the process S606 is executed.
Otherwise, the contact is ignored. In another example,
during the process S606, the terminal selects the contact as
a contact to be managed. In yet another example, during the
process S607, the terminal determines if the SMS descrip-
tions (M) corresponding to all contacts are fully read. In yet
another example, if the SMS descriptions (M) corresponding
to all contacts are fully read, the process S608 is executed.
Otherwise, the process S603 is executed.

According to yet another embodiment, during the process
S608, the terminal sorts the frequent contacts according to
the contact frequencies (k) in a descending order and gen-
erates a list (C[m]) of frequent contacts, where m refers to
the number of frequent contacts included in the list of
frequent contacts. For example, during the process S609, the
terminal filters the frequent contacts in the list of frequent
contacts from the contacts stored in the address book and
obtains the remaining contacts in the address book. In yet
another example, during the process S210, the terminal
combines the list of frequent contacts as a subgroup and the
remaining contacts in the address book. In some embodi-
ments, the processes S209 and S210 are activated by the
user’s click on the address book. In yet another example,
according to a threshold value w, the first w frequent
contacts in the list (C[m]) of frequent contacts are selected
and displayed.

FIG. 7 is a simplified diagram showing a method for
contacts management according to yet another embodiment
of'the present invention. This diagram is merely an example,
which should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One
of ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
alternatives, and modifications. The method 700 includes at
least the processes S701-S710.

According to one embodiment, during the process S701,
aterminal receives an activating event input by a user, where
the activating event operates to activate the terminal to
generate a list of frequent contacts. For example, the acti-
vating event includes a user hanging up a call, the user
sending an SMS, etc. In another example, during the process
S702, the terminal reads each contact in a call log and an
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SMS log. In yet another example, during the process S703,
the terminal reads the call descriptions (R) corresponding to
each contact from the call log, where the call descriptions
(R) include a number (N1) of calls with each contact, a list
(C1) of beginning times of calls and a list (D1) of call
periods. That is, R=(N1, C1, D1). In yet another example,
during the process S704, the terminal reads the SMS
descriptions (M) corresponding to each contact from the
SMS log, where the SMS descriptions (M) include a number
(N2) of SMS messages with each contact and a list (T2) of
sending and receiving times of SMS messages. That is,
M=(N2, T2). In some embodiments, the processes S703 and
S704 can be executed in different orders.

According to another embodiment, during the process
S705, when the contact read from the call log and the contact
read from the SMS log are the same, the terminal uses a
contact-frequency-calculation function (fun), the total num-
ber (TR) of all calls, the call descriptions (R) corresponding
to the contact read from the call log, the total number (TS)
of all SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M) corre-
sponding to the contact read from the SMS log to calculate
the contact frequency (k) of the contact. That is, k=fun (R,
M, TR, TS). For example, the calculation process of fun (R,
M, TR, TS) includes calculation of a weighted sum of R, M,
TR and TS.

According to yet another embodiment, during the process
S706, the terminal compares the contact frequency (k) of the
contact and a preset threshold to determine if the contact
frequency (k) is larger than or equal to the preset threshold.
For example, if the contact frequency (k) is larger than or
equal to the preset threshold, the process S707 is executed.
In another example, the contact is ignored. In yet another
example, during the process S707, the terminal selects the
contact as a contact to be managed. In yet another example,
during the process S708, the terminal determines if the call
descriptions (R) and the SMS descriptions (M) correspond-
ing to all contacts are fully read. In yet another example, if
the call descriptions (R) and the SMS descriptions (M)
corresponding to all contacts are fully read, the process S709
is executed. Otherwise, the process S703 is executed. In yet
another example, during the process S709, the terminal sorts
the frequent contacts according to the contact frequencies
(k) in a descending order and generates a list (C[m]) of
frequent contacts, where m refers to the number of frequent
contacts included in the list of frequent contacts. In yet
another example, during the process S710, the terminal
filters the frequent contacts in the list of frequent contacts
from the contacts stored in the address book and obtains the
remaining contacts in the address book. In yet another
example, during the process S711, the terminal combines the
list of frequent contacts as a subgroup and the remaining
contacts in the address book. In some embodiments, the
processes S710 and S711 are activated by the user’s click on
the address book. In yet another example, according to a
threshold value w, the first w frequent contacts in the list
(C[m]) of frequent contacts are selected and displayed.

In some embodiments, the method 100, the method 200,
the method 600, and/or the method 700 are applied to one or
more terminals, such as a cell phone (e.g. an Android cell
phone or an iOS cell phone), a tablet computer, a PDA, a
mobile internet device (MID), a PAD or other terminals. In
certain embodiments, when the method 100, the method
200, the method 600, and/or the method 700 are applied to
a terminal, the terminal responds to one or more operating
instructions regarding the frequent contacts by outputting an
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identification of an application shared with and/or recom-
mended to the frequent contacts, hence enriching the per-
formances of the terminal.

FIG. 8 is a simplified diagram showing a device for
contacts management according to one embodiment of the
present invention. This diagram is merely an example,
which should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One
of ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
alternatives, and modifications.

According to one embodiment, the contacts-management
device 800 includes: a reading unit 801 configured to read
contacts included in a communication log, where the com-
munication log comprises a call log and/or an SMS log. For
example, the contacts-management device 800 further
includes: a calculation unit 802 configured to calculate
contact frequencies of the contacts according to the call log
and/or the SMS log, a selection unit 803 configured to select
contacts to be managed from the contacts that are read
according to the contact frequencies, and a judgment unit
804 configured to determine if the contacts to be managed
exist in the address book. In another example, the contacts-
management device 800 includes: an extraction unit 805
configured to extract and set the contacts to be managed in
the address book as frequent contacts if the contacts to be
managed exist in the address book, and a generation unit 806
configured to generate a list of frequent contacts according
to the frequent contacts.

According to another embodiment, the contacts-manage-
ment device 800 includes: a filtering unit 807 configured to
filter the frequent contacts in the list of frequent contacts
from the contacts stored in the address book and obtain
remaining contacts in the address book, and a combination
unit 808 configured to combine the list of frequent contacts
as a subgroup and the remaining contacts in the address
book. For example, the combination unit 808 is further
configured to place the list of frequent contacts as a sub-
group above the remaining contacts stored in the address
book. In another example, the contacts-management device
800 further includes: an output unit 809 configured to
respond to one or more operating instructions regarding the
frequent contacts by outputting an identification of an appli-
cation shared with and/or recommended to the frequent
contacts.

FIG. 9 is a simplified diagram showing the device 800 for
contacts management according to another embodiment of
the present invention. This diagram is merely an example,
which should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One
of ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
alternatives, and modifications.

According to one embodiment, the calculation unit 802
includes: a first reading subunit 8021 configured to read call
descriptions (R) corresponding to a contact included in the
call log, where the call descriptions (R) include a number
(N1) of calls associated with the contact, and a first calcu-
lation unit 8022 configured to calculate the contact frequen-
cies (k) of the contact according to a total number (TR) of
all calls and the call descriptions (R) corresponding to the
contact. For example, the call descriptions (R) include a list
(C1) of beginning times of calls with the contact and a list
(D1) of call periods. In another example, the first calculation
subunit 8022 is further configured to use the total number
(TR) of all calls and the call descriptions (R) corresponding
to the contact (e.g., including the number (N1) of calls with
the contact, the list (C1) of beginning times of calls with the
contact and the list (D1) of call periods) as input parameters
to a contact-frequency-calculation function (fun) for calcu-
lation of the contact frequencies (k) of the contact.
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FIG. 10 is a simplified diagram showing the device 800
for contacts management according to yet another embodi-
ment of the present invention. This diagram is merely an
example, which should not unduly limit the scope of the
claims. One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize
many variations, alternatives, and modifications.

According to one embodiment, the calculation unit 802
includes: a second reading subunit 8023 configured to read
SMS descriptions (M) corresponding to a contact included
in the SMS log, where the SMS descriptions (M) include a
number (N2) of SMS messages associated with the contact,
and a second calculation subunit 8024 configured to calcu-
late the contact frequencies (k) of the contact according to a
total number (TS) of all SMS messages and the SMS
descriptions (M) corresponding to the contact. For example,
the SMS descriptions (M) include a list (T2) of sending and
receiving times of the SMS messages associated with the
contact. In another example, the second calculation subunit
8024 is further configured to use a total number (TS) of all
SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M) corresponding
to the contact (e.g., including the number (N2) of SMS
messages with the contact and the list (T2) of sending and
receiving times of the SMS messages with the contact) as the
input parameters to a contact-frequency-calculation function
(fun) for calculation of the contact frequencies (k) of the
contact.

FIG. 11 is a simplified diagram showing the device 800
for contacts management according to yet another embodi-
ment of the present invention. This diagram is merely an
example, which should not unduly limit the scope of the
claims. One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize
many variations, alternatives, and modifications.

According to one embodiment, the calculation unit 802
includes: a third reading subunit 8025 configured to read call
descriptions (R) corresponding to a contact included in the
call log, where the call descriptions (R) include a number
(N1) of calls associated with the contact, a fourth reading
subunit 8026 configured to read SMS descriptions (M)
corresponding to the contact included in the SMS log, where
the SMS descriptions (M) include a number (N2) of SMS
messages associated with the contact, and a third calculation
subunit 8027 configured to, when the contact read from the
call log and the contact read from the SMS log are the same,
calculate the contact frequencies (k) of the contact according
to a total number (TR) of all calls and the call descriptions
(R) corresponding to the contact as well as a total number
(TS) of all SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M)
corresponding to the contact.

According to another embodiment, the call descriptions
(R) include a list (C1) of beginning times of calls with the
contact and a list (D1) of call periods. For example, the SMS
descriptions (M) include a list (T2) of sending and receiving
times of SMS messages associated with the contact. In
another example, the third calculation subunit 8027 is fur-
ther configured to, when the contact read from the call log
and the contact read from the SMS log are the same, use the
total number (TR) of all calls, the call descriptions (R)
corresponding to the contact, the total number (TS) of all
SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M) corresponding
to the contact as input parameters to a contact-frequency-
calculation function (fun) for calculation of the contact
frequencies (k) of the contact. In yet another example, the
selection unit 803 is further configured to sort the contacts
that are read according to the contact frequencies in a
descending order and select a plurality of contacts from the
top down as contacts to be managed. In yet another example,
the selection unit 803 is further configured to select the
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contacts with a contact frequency larger than a preset
threshold from the contacts to be managed. In some embodi-
ments, as shown in FIG. 8, FIG. 9, FIG. 10, and/or FIG. 11,
the generation unit 806 is further configured to sort the
frequent contacts according to the contact frequencies (k) in
a descending order and then generate a list of frequent
contacts.

FIG. 12 is a simplified diagram showing a terminal
according to one embodiment of the present invention. This
diagram is merely an example, which should not unduly
limit the scope of the claims. One of ordinary skill in the art
would recognize many variations, alternatives, and modifi-
cations.

According to one embodiment, the terminal 1200 can be
a cell phone (e.g. an Android cell phone or an iOS cell
phone), a tablet computer, a PDA, a mobile interne device
(MID), a PAD or any other terminal. As show in FIG. 12, the
terminal 1200 includes a display 1201 and a contacts-
management device 1202, in some embodiments. For
example, the contacts-management device. 1202 is the same
as the contacts-management device 800 as shown in FIG. 8,
FIG. 9, FIG. 10, and/or FIG. 11. In another example, the
display 1201 is connected to the contacts-management
device 1202 to display a list of frequent contacts generated
by the contacts-management device 1202.

According to one embodiment, a method is provided for
contacts management. For example, one or more first con-
tacts included in a communication log are received, wherein
the communication log includes a call log or an SMS log;
contact frequencies of the first contacts are calculated based
on at least information associated with the communication
log; one or more second contacts are selected to be managed
from the first contacts based on at least information associ-
ated with the contact frequencies; if the second contacts
exist in an address book is determined; and in response to the
second contacts existing in the address book, the second
contacts in the address book are extracted as frequent
contacts; and a list of frequent contacts are generated based
on at least information associated with the frequent contacts.
For example, the method is implemented according to at
least FIG. 1, FIG. 2, FIG. 6, and/or FIG. 7.

According to another embodiment, a device for contacts
management includes: a reading unit configured to receive
one or more first contacts included in a communication log,
wherein the communication log includes a call log or an
SMS log; a calculation unit configured to calculate contact
frequencies of the first contacts based on at least information
associated with the communication log; a selection unit
configured to select one or more second contacts to be
managed from the first contacts based on at least information
associated with the contact frequencies; a judgment unit
configured to determine if the second contacts exist in an
address book; an extraction unit configured to, in response
to the second contacts existing in the address book, extract
the second contacts in the address book as frequent contacts;
and a generation unit configured to generate a list of frequent
contacts based on at least information associated with the
frequent contacts. For example, the device is implemented
according to at least FIG. 8, FIG. 9, FIG. 10, and/or FIG. 11.

According to yet another embodiment, a terminal
includes: a display and a device for contacts management.
The device for contacts management includes: a reading unit
configured to receive one or more first contacts included in
a communication log, wherein the communication log
includes a call log or an SMS log; a calculation unit
configured to calculate contact frequencies of the first con-
tacts based on at least information associated with the
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communication log; a selection unit configured to select one
or more second contacts to be managed from the first
contacts based on at least information associated with the
contact frequencies; a judgment unit configured to determine
if the second contacts exist in an address book; an extraction
unit configured to, in response to the second contacts exist-
ing in the address book, extract the second contacts in the
address book as frequent contacts; and a generation unit
configured to generate a list of frequent contacts based on at
least information associated with the frequent contacts. The
display is connected to the device for contacts management
to display the list of frequent contacts generated by the
device for contacts management. For example, the terminal
is implemented according to at least FIG. 12.

According to yet another embodiment, a non-transitory
computer readable storage medium includes programming
instructions for contacts management. The programming
instructions are configured to cause one or more data pro-
cessors to execute certain operations. For example, one or
more first contacts included in a communication log are
received, wherein the communication log includes a call log
or an SMS log; contact frequencies of the first contacts are
calculated based on at least information associated with the
communication log; one or more second contacts are
selected to be managed from the first contacts based on at
least information associated with the contact frequencies; if
the second contacts exist in an address book is determined;
and in response to the second contacts existing in the address
book, the second contacts in the address book are extracted
as frequent contacts; and a list of frequent contacts are
generated based on at least information associated with the
frequent contacts. For example, the storage medium is
implemented according to at least FIG. 1, FIG. 2, FIG. 6,
and/or FIG. 7.

The above only describes several scenarios presented by
this invention, and the description is relatively specific and
detailed, yet it cannot therefore be understood as limiting the
scope of this invention’s patent. It should be noted that
ordinary technicians in the field may also, without deviating
from the invention’s conceptual premises, make a number of
variations and modifications, which are all within the scope
of this invention. As a result, in terms of protection, the
patent claims shall prevail.

For example, some or all components of various embodi-
ments of the present invention each are, individually and/or
in combination with at least another component, imple-
mented using one or more software components, one or
more hardware components, and/or one or more combina-
tions of software and hardware components. In another
example, some or all components of various embodiments
of the present invention each are, individually and/or in
combination with at least another component, implemented
in one or more circuits, such as one or more analog circuits
and/or one or more digital circuits. In yet another example,
various embodiments and/or examples of the present inven-
tion can be combined.

Additionally, the methods and systems described herein
may be implemented on many different types of processing
devices by program code comprising program instructions
that are executable by the device processing subsystem. The
software program instructions may include source code,
object code, machine code, or any other stored data that is
operable to cause a processing system to perform the meth-
ods and operations described herein. Other implementations
may also be used, however, such as firmware or even
appropriately designed hardware configured to perform the
methods and systems described herein.
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The systems’ and methods’ data (e.g., associations, map-
pings, data input, data output, intermediate data results, final
data results, etc.) may be stored and implemented in one or
more different types of computer-implemented data stores,
such as different types of storage devices and programming
constructs (e.g., RAM, ROM, Flash memory, flat files,
databases, programming data structures, programming vari-
ables, IF-THEN (or similar type) statement constructs, etc.).
It is noted that data structures describe formats for use in
organizing and storing data in databases, programs, memory,
or other computer-readable media for use by a computer
program.

The systems and methods may be provided on many
different types of computer-readable media including com-
puter storage mechanisms (e.g., CD-ROM, diskette, RAM,
flash memory, computer’s hard drive, etc.) that contain
instructions (e.g., software) for use in execution by a pro-
cessor to perform the methods’ operations and implement
the systems described herein.

The computer components, software modules, functions,
data stores and data structures described herein may be
connected directly or indirectly to each other in order to
allow the flow of data needed for their operations. It is also
noted that a module or processor includes but is not limited
to a unit of code that performs a software operation, and can
be implemented for example as a subroutine unit of code, or
as a software function unit of code, or as an object (as in an
object-oriented paradigm), or as an applet, or in a computer
script language, or as another type of computer code. The
software components and/or functionality may be located on
a single computer or distributed across multiple computers
depending upon the situation at hand.

The computing system can include client devices and
servers. A client device and server are generally remote from
each other and typically interact through a communication
network. The relationship of client device and server arises
by virtue of computer programs running on the respective
computers and having a client device-server relationship to
each other.

While this specification contains many specifics, these
should not be construed as limitations on the scope or of
what may be claimed, but rather as descriptions of features
specific to particular embodiments. Certain features that are
described in this specification in the context or separate
embodiments can also be implemented in combination in a
single embodiment. Conversely, various features that are
described in the context of a single embodiment can also be
implemented in multiple embodiments separately or in any
suitable subcombination. Moreover, although features may
be described above as acting in certain combinations and
even initially claimed as such, one or more features from a
claimed combination can in some cases be excised from the
combination, and the claimed combination may be directed
to a subcombination or variation of a subcombination.

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain cir-
cumstances, multitasking and parallel processing may be
advantageous. Moreover, the separation of various system
components in the embodiments described above should not
be understood as requiring such separation in all embodi-
ments, and it should be understood that the described
program components and systems can generally be inte-
grated together in a single software product or packaged into
multiple software products.
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Although specific embodiments of the present invention
have been described, it will be understood by those of skill
in the art that there are other embodiments that are equiva-
lent to the described embodiments. Accordingly, it is to be
understood that the invention is not to be limited by the
specific illustrated embodiments, but only by the scope of
the appended claims.
The invention claimed is:
1. A method for contacts management, comprising:
receiving one or more first contacts included in a com-
munication log, wherein the communication log
includes a call log or a Short Messaging Services
(SMS) log;

calculating contact frequencies of the first contacts based
on at least information associated with the communi-
cation log;

selecting one or more second contacts to be managed

from the first contacts based on at least information
associated with the contact frequencies, comprising:
sorting the first contacts in a descending order based on
at least information associated with the contact fre-
quencies and selecting the second contacts from the
sorted first contacts, the second contacts correspond-
ing to one or more largest contact frequencies; or
selecting, from the first contacts, the one or more
second contacts corresponding to the contact fre-
quencies larger than a predetermined threshold;
determining when the second contacts exist in an address
book;
in response to the second contacts existing in the address
book, extracting the second contacts in the address
book as frequent contacts;

generating a list of frequent contacts based on at least

information associated with the frequent contacts, com-
prising sorting the frequent contacts based on at least
information associated with the contact frequencies (k)
in a descending order to generate the list of frequent
contacts;

in response to one or more operating instructions related

to the frequent contacts, outputting an identification of
an application shared with or recommended to the
frequent contacts;

filtering the frequent contacts in the list of frequent

contacts from the address book to obtain one or more
third contacts; and

combining the list of frequent contacts as a subgroup and

the one or more third contacts, comprising adding the
list of frequent contacts as a subgroup to a place above
the one or more third contacts in the address book.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein in response to the
communication log including a call log, the calculating
contact frequencies of the first contacts based on at least
information associated with the communication log com-
prises:

receiving one or more call descriptions (R) associated

with the first contacts, wherein the call descriptions (R)
include a number (N1) of calls associated with the first
contacts; and

calculating the contact frequencies (k) of the first contacts

based on at least information associated with a total
number (TR) of calls and the call descriptions (R)
associated with the first contacts.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein:

the call descriptions (R) further include a first list (C1) of

beginning times of the calls associated with the first
contacts and a second list (D1) of call periods of the
calls associated with the first contacts; and
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the calculating the contact frequencies (k) of the first
contacts based on at least information associated with
a total number (TR) of calls and the call descriptions
(R) associated with the first contacts comprises:
calculating the contact frequencies (k) of the first
contacts using a contact-frequency-calculation func-
tion (fun), the total number (TR) of calls and the call
descriptions (R) associated with the first contacts
being used as input parameters to the contact-fre-
quency-calculation function (fun).

4. The method of claim 1, wherein in response to the
communication log including an SMS log, the calculating
contact frequencies of the first contacts based on at least
information associated with the communication log com-
prises:

receiving one or more SMS descriptions (M) associated

with the first contacts, wherein the SMS descriptions
(M) include a number (N2) of SMS messages associ-
ated with the first contacts; and

calculating the contact frequencies (k) of the first contacts

based on at least information associated with a total
number (TS) of SMS messages and the SMS descrip-
tions (M) associated with the first contacts.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein:

the SMS descriptions (M) further include a first list (T2)

of sending times and receiving times of the SMS
messages associated with the first contacts; and

the calculating the contact frequencies (k) of the first

contacts based on at least information associated with

a total number (TS) of SMS messages and the SMS

descriptions (M) associated with the first contacts com-

prises:

calculating the contact frequencies (k) of the first
contacts using a contact-frequency-calculation func-
tion (fun), the total number (TS) of SMS messages
and the SMS descriptions (M) associated with the
first contacts being used as input parameters to the
contact-frequency-calculation function (fun).

6. The method of claim 1, wherein in response to the
communication log including a call log and an SMS log, the
calculating contact frequencies of the first contacts based on
at least information associated with the communication log
comprises:

receiving one or more call descriptions (R) associated

with one or more fourth contacts, wherein the call
descriptions (R) include a first number (N1) of calls
associated with the third contacts, the fourth contacts
being included in the first contacts;

receiving one or more SMS descriptions (M) associated

with one or more fifth contacts, wherein the SMS
descriptions (M) include a second number (N2) of SMS
messages associated with the fifth contacts, the fifth
contacts being included in the first contacts; and

in response to the fifth contacts being the same as the

fourth contacts, calculating the contact frequencies (k)
of the first contacts based on at least information
associated with a total number (TR) of calls, the call
descriptions (R) associated with the fourth contacts, a
total number (TS) of SMS messages and the SMS
descriptions (M) associated with the fifth contacts.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein:

the call descriptions (R) further include a first list (C1) of

beginning times of the calls associated with the fourth
contacts and a second list (D1) of call periods of the
calls associated with the fourth contacts;
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the SMS descriptions (M) further include a third list (T2)
of sending times and receiving times of the SMS
messages associated with the fifth contacts; and
the calculating the contact frequencies (k) of the first
contacts based on at least information associated with
a total number (TR) of calls, the call descriptions (R)
associated with the fourth contacts, a total number (TS)
of SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M) asso-
ciated with the fifth contacts in response to the fourth
fifth contacts being the same as the fourth contacts
comprises:
calculating the contact frequencies (k) of the first
contacts using a contact-frequency-calculation func-
tion (fun), the total number (TR) of calls, the call
descriptions (R) associated with the fourth contacts,
the total number (TS) of SMS messages and the SMS
descriptions (M) associated with the fifth contacts
being used as input parameters to the contact-fre-
quency-calculation function (fun).
8. A device for contacts management, comprising:
a reading unit configured to receive one or more first
contacts included in a communication log, wherein the
communication log includes a call log or a Short
Messaging Services (SMS) log;
a calculation unit configured to calculate contact frequen-
cies of the first contacts based on at least information
associated with the communication log;
a selection unit configured to select one or more second
contacts to be managed from the first contacts based on
at least information associated with the contact fre-
quencies, wherein:
the selection unit is configured to sort the first contacts
in a descending order based on at least information
associated with the contact frequencies and select the
second contacts from the sorted first contacts start-
ing, the second contacts corresponding to one or
more largest contact frequencies; or

the selection unit is configured to select, from the first
contacts, the one or more second contacts corre-
sponding to the contact frequencies larger than a
predetermined threshold;

a judgment unit configured to determine when the second
contacts exist in an address book;

an extraction unit configured to, in response to the second
contacts existing in the address book, extract the sec-
ond contacts in the address book as frequent contacts;

a generation unit configured to generate a list of frequent
contacts based on at least information associated with
the frequent contacts, wherein the generation unit is
configured to sort the frequent contacts based on at
least information associated with the contact frequen-
cies (k) in a descending order to generate the list of
frequent contacts;

one or more data processors;

a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium;

wherein one or more of the reading unit, the calculation
unit, the selection unit, the judgment unit, the extrac-
tion unit and the generation unit is stored in the
non-transitory computer-readable storage medium and
configured to be executed by the one or more data
processors;

an output unit configured to, in response to one or more
operating instructions related to the frequent contacts,
output an identification of an application shared with or
recommended to the frequent contacts;
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a filtering unit configured to filter the frequent contacts in
the list of frequent contacts from the address book to
obtain one or more third contacts; and

a combination unit configured to combine the list of
frequent contacts as a subgroup and the one or more
third contacts, wherein the combination unit is config-
ured to add the list of frequent contacts as a subgroup
on top of the one or more third contacts stored in the
address book.

9. The device of claim 8, wherein in response to the

communication log including a call log, the calculation unit
comprises:

a reading subunit configured to receive one or more call
descriptions (R) associated with the first contacts,
wherein the call descriptions (R) include a number (N1)
of calls associated with the first contacts; and

a calculation subunit configured to calculate the contact
frequencies (k) of the first contacts based on at least
information associated with a total number (TR) of
calls and the call descriptions (R) associated with the
first contacts.

10. The device of claim 9, wherein:

the call descriptions (R) further include a first list (C1) of
beginning times of the calls associated with the first
contacts and a second list (D1) of call periods of the
calls associated with the first contacts; and

the calculation subunit is further configured to calculate
the contact frequencies (k) of the first contacts using a
contact-frequency-calculation function (fun), the total
number (TR) of calls and the call descriptions (R)
associated with the first contacts being used as input
parameters to the contact-frequency-calculation func-
tion (fun).

11. The device of claim 8, wherein in response to the

communication log including an SMS log, the calculation
unit comprises:

a reading subunit configured to receive one or more SMS
descriptions (M) associated with the first contacts,
wherein the SMS descriptions (M) include a number
(N2) of SMS messages associated with the first con-
tacts; and

a calculation subunit configured to calculate the contact
frequencies (k) of the first contacts based on at least
information associated with a total number (TS) of
SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M) associ-
ated with the first contacts.

12. The device of claim 11, wherein:

the SMS descriptions (M) further include a list (T2) of
sending times and receiving times of the SMS mes-
sages associated with the first contacts; and

the calculation subunit is further configured to calculate
the contact frequencies (k) of the first contacts using a
contact-frequency-calculation function (fun), the total
number (TS) of SMS messages and the SMS descrip-
tions (M) associated with the first contacts being used
as input parameters to the contact-frequency-calcula-
tion function (fun).

13. The device of claim 8, wherein in response to the

communication log including a call log and an SMS log, the
calculation unit comprises:

a first reading subunit configured to receive one or more
call descriptions (R) associated with one or more fourth
contacts, wherein the call descriptions (R) include a
first number (N1) of calls associated with the fourth
contacts, the fourth contacts being included in the first
contacts;
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a second reading subunit configured to receive one or
more SMS descriptions (M) associated with one or
more fifth contacts, wherein the SMS descriptions (M)
include a second number (N2) of SMS messages asso-
ciated with the fifth contacts, the fifth contacts being
included in the first contacts; and
a first calculation subunit configured to, in response to the
fifth contacts being the same as the fourth contacts,
calculate the contact frequencies (k) of the first contacts
based on at least information associated with a total
number (TR) of calls, the call descriptions (R) associ-
ated with the fourth contacts, a total number (TS) of
SMS messages and the SMS descriptions (M) associ-
ated with the fifth contacts.
14. The device of claim 13, wherein:
the call descriptions (R) further comprise a first list (C1)
of beginning times of the calls associated with the
fourth contacts and a second list (D1) of call periods of
the calls associated with the fourth contacts;
the SMS descriptions (M) further include a third list (T2)
of sending times and receiving times of the SMS
messages associated with the fifth contacts; and
the first calculation subunit is further configured to, in
response to the fifth contacts being the same as the
fourth contacts, calculate the contact frequencies (k) of
the first contacts using a contact-frequency-calculation
function (fun), the total number (TR) of calls, the call
descriptions (R) associated with the fourth contacts, the
total number (TS) of SMS messages and the SMS
descriptions (M) associated with the fifth contacts
being used as input parameters to the contact-fre-
quency-calculation function (fun).
15. A terminal comprising:
a display; and
a device for contacts management;
wherein the device for contacts management includes:
a reading unit configured to receive one or more first
contacts included in a communication log, wherein
the communication log includes a call log or a Short
Messaging Services (SMS) log;
a calculation unit configured to calculate contact fre-
quencies of the first contacts based on at least
information associated with the communication log;
a selection unit configured to select one or more second
contacts to be managed from the first contacts based
on at least information associated with the contact
frequencies, wherein:
the selection unit is configured to sort the first
contacts in a descending order based on at least
information associated with the contact frequen-
cies and select the second contacts from the sorted
first contacts starting, the second contacts corre-
sponding to one or more largest contact frequen-
cies; or

the selection unit is configured to select, from the
first contacts, the one or more second contacts
corresponding to the contact frequencies larger
than a predetermined threshold;

a judgment unit configured to determine when the
second contacts exist in an address book;

an extraction unit configured to, in response to the
second contacts existing in the address book, extract
the second contacts in the address book as frequent
contacts;

a generation unit configured to generate a list of fre-
quent contacts based on at least information associ-
ated with the frequent contacts, wherein the genera-



US 9,473,619 B2

19

tion unit is configured to sort the frequent contacts
based on at least information associated with the
contact frequencies (k) in a descending order to
generate the list of frequent contacts;

a filtering unit configured to filter the frequent contacts
in the list of frequent contacts from the address book
to obtain one or more third contacts;

a combination unit configured to combine the list of
frequent contacts as a subgroup and the one or more
third contacts, wherein the combination unit is con-
figured to add the list of frequent contacts as a
subgroup on top of the one or more third contacts
stored in the address book; and

an output unit configured to, in response to one or more
operating instructions related to the frequent con-
tacts, output an identification of an application
shared with or recommended to the frequent con-
tacts,

wherein the display is connected to the device for contacts

management to display the list of frequent contacts

generated by the device for contacts management.

16. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
comprising programming instructions for contacts manage-
ment, the programming instructions configured to cause one
or more data processors to execute operations comprising:

receiving one or more first contacts included in a com-

munication log, wherein the communication log
includes a call log or a Short Messaging Services

(SMS) log;

calculating contact frequencies of the first contacts based

on at least information associated with the communi-

cation log;
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selecting one or more second contacts to be managed
from the first contacts based on at least information
associated with the contact frequencies, comprising:
sorting the first contacts in a descending order based on
at least information associated with the contact fre-
quencies and selecting the second contacts from the
sorted first contacts, the second contacts correspond-
ing to one or more largest contact frequencies; or
selecting, from the first contacts, the one or more
second contacts corresponding to the contact fre-
quencies larger than a predetermined threshold;
determining when the second contacts exist in an address
book; and
in response to the second contacts existing in the address
book, extracting the second contacts in the address
book as frequent contacts;
generating a list of frequent contacts based on at least
information associated with the frequent contacts, com-
prising sorting the frequent contacts based on at least
information associated with the contact frequencies (k)
in a descending order to generate the list of frequent
contacts;
filtering the frequent contacts in the list of frequent
contacts from the address book to obtain one or more
third contacts;
combining the list of frequent contacts as a subgroup and
the one or more third contacts, comprising adding the
list of frequent contacts as a subgroup to a place above
the one or more third contacts in the address book; and
in response to one or more operating instructions related
to the frequent contacts, outputting an identification of
an application shared with or recommended to the
frequent contacts.
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